ORDINANCE NO. 2025-02

AN ORDINANCE TO ADD SECTION 15-15 OF ARTICLE I OF CHAPTER 15,
DEFRAUDING AN INNKEEPER, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF CITY OF EATON
RAPIDS, EATON COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

THE CITY OF EATON RAPIDS ORDAINS:

Section 1. Section 15-15 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eaton Rapids, is hereby
added as follows:

Sec. 15-15: Defrauding an Innkeeper

1. Any person who shall put up at any hotel, motel, inn, restaurant or cafe as a guest and shall
procure any food, entertainment or accommodation without paying therefor, except when
credit is given therefor by express agreement, with intent to defraud such keeper thereof
out of the pay for the same, or, who, with intent to defraud such keeper out of the pay
therefor, shall obtain credit at any hotel, motel, inn, restaurant or cafe for such food,
entertainment or accommodation, by means of any false show of baggage or effects
brought thereto, is guilty of a misdemeanor. No conviction shall be had under the
provisions of this section unless complaint is made within sixty (60) days of the time of
the violation hereof.

2. Prima facie evidence—Obtaining such food, lodging or accommodation by false pretense,
or by false or fictitious show of baggage or other property, or refusal or neglect to pay
therefor on demand, or payment thereof with check, draft or order upon a bank or other
depository on which payment was refused, or absconding without paying or offering to
pay therefore, or surreptitiously removing or attempting to remove baggage, shall be prima
facie evidence of such intent to defraud.

3. A person convicted of a misdemeanor under this section may be fined up to five hundred
($500.00) dollars, imprisoned for not more than ninety (90) days, or both.

State Law Reference: MCL 750.292, 750.293

Section 2. Severability. This ordinance and each article, section, subsection, paragraph,
subparagraph, part, provision, sentence, word and portion thereof are hereby declared to be
severable, and if they or any of them are declared to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason by
a court of competent jurisdiction, it is hereby provided that the remainder of this ordinance shall
not be affected thereby.

Section 3. Repeal, Effective Date. Adoption.

(1) Repeal. All regulatory provisions contained in other City ordinances which
conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

2) Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective on May 18, 2025, twenty
(20) days following its adoption, and shall be published prior to its effective date as



mandated by charter and statute.

3) Adoption. This ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the City of Eaton
Rapids at a meeting thereof held on April 28, 2025.

AN

Pamela Colestock, Mayor
City of Eaton Rapids

CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE WAS ADOPTED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EATON RAPIDS AT A MEETING THEREOF ON APRIL
28, 2025.

CEWERNER
Robin Webb, Clerk
City of Eaton Rapids




